
During the past year Lynne, I and some members of the committee 
visited almost every group under the banner of Cheltenham U3A.  We 
were made very welcome and used the visits to find out what our 
members wanted from Cheltenham U3A and what they liked and 
disliked, as well as their views on parties; and we asked for suggestions. 
Your ideas led to the formation of so many new groups.  We listened to 
your views on parties and, as a result, tried our Picnic in the Park last 
year, and this summer we will be holding a summer tea party with 
dancing.  We are promised a lovely tea at a remarkably low price; details 
will be following.  We are also now running our specialist talks organised 
by Sheena and Ruth and we hope these will prove popular.  
 

Those who do not come to the Open Meetings each month may not 
know that Rosemary Jenner brings along a selection of jigsaws to 
exchange each month.  She does an amazing job lugging them in and 
out and, on top of all this work, she is group leader for cryptic 
crosswords, handbell ringing and two recorder groups.  What more can I 
say, other than a big thank you for the work you put in for U3A in 
Cheltenham? 
 

Following on from this I should pay tribute to all our group leaders who 
lead their groups so well and give so much pleasure. 
 

I have mentioned in the past that we are looking at some sort of Welfare 
for our members.  The committee have decided that loneliness is the 
main priority and as a result are researching suitable projects.  We now 
have something in mind which I think is very exciting; there is more news 
to come as it develops.  
 

You will see later in this newsletter that Cheltenham U3A will be starting 
a MOTO (members on their own group).  This idea came from new 
member Sheila Britnell, who has moved here from the London area. She 
told me how successful it was in her previous branch of U3A and I find 
that many U3A branches have such groups. So if you are on your own, 
why not support this new venture and encourage any friends who are 
lonely and on their own to come along, join U3A and get some company.  
 

I am pleased to say that all committee vacancies outstanding prior to the 
AGM have been filled, although there is still room on the committee if 
you have a burning desire to help our local U3A. 
 

Maggie Conu 


